Study of the Plan of Salvation 

What does God expect of us? Do you ever wonder why it is so difficult to understand the purpose of your life?  Do you get kind of confused when people tell you just to trust in the Lord? Maybe you accepted the Lord as your Savior some time ago, perhaps you made a confession of faith and was even baptized but you have been missing that one thing. Would it be great to know what that one thing is?  Friends we do not need to go through this life unsure, defeated, discouraged, or alone. The one thing that will bring you joy, peace, hope and fulfillment like no other is a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

For some of you reading this you may say “I already have a personal relationship with Jesus”, that’s great!  However are you living today expectantly?  Are you prepared to receive God’s blessings, or maybe you like me sometimes, when my life gets a little out of tune. That’s right let’s cut the pretense of religion and our typical views of leadership for a moment and let’s talk heart to heart.  Let’s get real. Now for some of you that is kind of scary…but for the rest of you, I think it will be very refreshing to renew your spiritual passion. For those of you who are visiting our website and perhaps have questions of what it means to be in relationship with Jesus, then I am delighted to have the opportunity to introduce you to the journey of a lifetime. I want to assure you I do not have all the answers. But my journey with Jesus started some 30 years ago now, and the last 18 years have been filled with the joy of victories and the agony of personal loss. Yet through it all my faith has grown. My relationship with Christ has stood the test, not because of my own actions or lack thereof, but because of His faithfulness to me. So please take a few minutes and read and perhaps reread the following passages of Scripture allow the Holy Spirit to teach you what a relationship with Jesus is like. If you should have any questions please feel free to email me at Terry@wonheartministries.com.
Let’s begin with what is generally the most recognized Scripture known to the world today. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.”  John 3:16-17   

You know, there are many people in our country who are really confused in this day and age of who Jesus really is. There are some who say He was a great teacher, and a good man…among others. The fact that He indeed is God’s one and only Son is kind of lost in this process. You see, people tend to define who you are by what you do more than who you are in our society today. Authentic relationships are not determined by what you do, where you work, or even where you live, or even what you wear. Genuine relationships are built over a period of time as you get to know someone and allowing them to get to know you as well. It’s becoming vulnerable by letting down our guard, and grows deeper as our trust in the person grows.  However, because of our insecurities, fears, doubts, worries or past relationship failures, we may find it difficult to allow ourselves the opportunity to meet this very basic need of knowing and being known. Yet it is the ultimately the source of fulfillment. 

To have a God that loves us so much that He is willing to sacrifice Himself for us is amazing. To have the promise and hope of eternal life is mind boggling to say the least. Yet even though our finite minds cannot fully comprehend such a thing, the ultimate reality is that we ourselves were created for eternal life. Yet because of a thing called sin, we have a problem. It separated man from God, and thus death was introduced into the world. For some of you reading here you may have tried to live a good moral life, for others you may feel like you have blown it so many times there is no way God can forgive you. Yet the reality is all of us have blown it! Even the person living the good life has made huge mistakes in their life and maybe they are making a bigger one thinking that their pious acts of righteousness will get them favor in the eyes of God. Let me say this; even though we may each deserve punishment notice what it says here in verse 17, “God did not send His Son into the world not to condemn the world, but that through Him we may be saved.” God’s desire is not to punish you but to bless you, not to restrain and imprison you, but to set you free. God desires a personal intimate relationship with you.

But there is this little thing called sin that is standing in the way of right relationship with God, and until we deal with it, our life will be void of true joy and happiness. Try as we might to fill it with distractions and pleasures of this world, we will ultimately come to the conclusion as the wise man Solomon wrote meaningless, meaningless, everything is meaningless under the sun.

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 6:23

So if you had a choice between eternal life and death, which would you choose? Will you continue to seek your own selfish, and at times, evil desires? Or do you want what God has promised?

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” John 10:10

You see, there is an adversary who is out to steal our joy, kill our hope, and ultimately destroy us. For many he is so seductive, secretive and so manipulative we may not even see him coming until it is too late. We must guard our heart and renew our minds daily and be alert to his schemes if we are going to survive. However we do have another option we can trust God and in the Words of His Son Jesus:

“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.” (John 14:3)
Now I don’t know about you, but I think this is an attractive alternative to being robbed, killed and destroyed.  To live with Christ for eternity, in a place He has prepared for us sounds too good to be true does it not? Yet that is exactly what He has promised He will do. I know, you’ve had people promise you many things in the past and some of those promises they weren’t able to keep or fulfill. Yet God has kept His promises and He is always true to His Word. He never contradicts himself. His Word will stand the test forever, beyond even the grave. His Word endures forever.  

So here we are:

 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23) You, me and everyone else in this world have fallen short of the glory of God. OK, so we are just a bunch of failures right? What’s the use…we will never be good enough. Well, you’re right there…we will never be good enough in our own efforts. But God has provided a way for us. 

 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.”  (Ephesians 2:8-9)

I am sure we all know at least one person who is trying so hard to live a good life and they let you know about it. They even criticize you or try and make you feel bad, but this person is lost, they are confused themselves. They are full of pride, and may even come across arrogant as they attempt to assert their beliefs, positions, or opinions. I’ve been on both sides of this spectrum. At one time I was very forceful in conveying my opinions and unfortunately at times I may slip back into that mode.  Whatever your perception of others, or me, let nothing hinder you in finding an authentic relationship with the Lord Jesus. 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 6:23

You must claim this gift for it will never be forced upon you, regardless of those strong willed individuals who seem to remind you weekly…or the beloved grandparent or aunt who always ask the question at the family reunion.  Maybe this has not been your experience, and I don’t presume to know everyone’s experience here.  I just want to relate to you that these are people who love you and care about you, and want you to experience the blessings that come from a relationship with Jesus. 

“Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”  John 14:6

Now here is the deal. Notice Jesus statement is imperative, emphatic, uncompromising and non-negotiable.  He is the way, the only way, not an alternate route. He is the Truth, the ultimate source of Truth, not a half-truth or a new and improved version. He is the real deal. He is the life. The ultimate source of life, the life that matters, and the life that is without end; and the only way to the Father is through a relationship with Him. There is an interesting story found in the Scripture about good people who prophesied in the name of the Lord, they ministered in His name, they served others, yet they missed the most important thing…they failed to connect in a genuine relationship with Christ. The result is Jesus tells them to depart for He did not know them. The truth is they knew about Jesus, they knew about His ministry, maybe His miracles and even teachings, but they failed to know Him. So what about you…do you know Jesus? Where are you at in your understanding of what it means to be in relationship compared to your understanding of what Jesus did or said? 

 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” John 1:1

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” John 1:14a   Have you seen Jesus lately? Have you made an appointment with Him personally?  Have you talked with Him, have you come clean before Him, or are you living in two separate realities. DO the things of this earth and the things of God divide your mind? Are you trapped by the schemes of the devil?  Are you ready to discover the freedom promised by Christ?

“For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit,” 1 Peter 3:18a

Christ died but was made alive by the Spirit. You likewise must die to the selfish desires of your flesh and be made alive by the Spirit of God.

“He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.”  Romans 4:25

We were guilty, but Christ took our place. He was put to the death on a cross, buried, but unlike the worlds’ religious leaders, Christ was raised from the tomb on the third day. The penalty of death has been paid in full and now we can be free. 

“Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God” John 1:12

To be free and to be a child of God…to run to our Heavenly Father who will greet us with open arms, who loves us unconditionally, who longs to bless us greatly. To live as innocent children in a world defiled by sin, to be in the world but not of it. To know the Father longs to give us the very best.  Are you ready for the blessings?

“Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord,” Acts 3:19

We must come into agreement with God and turn away from the things of this world that ensnare us. You mean we have to give up something? Truthfully yes, I mean exactly that.  We must give up our endless pursuit of materialism, relativism, legalism, chauvinism, and every kind of other ism there is to find the real Jesus. Allow Him to wash you in the Spirit of Truth so that your mind may be cleansed and soul purified. 

“First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the Gentiles also, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds.” Acts 26:20 Once we turn away from the worldly things that seem to constantly tug at us relentlessly, we must learn to be obedient in the things God has asked us to do.

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.” Ephesians 2:8 No, it is not of yourself that you have been saved, but by the very will of God Himself. 

So now you may be thinking “ok Terry I believe in God already.” 

“You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.” James 2:19

However, is your life in tune with His Spirit. Do you need to adjust your thinking and maybe your actions?  Maybe it is time to reflect on the following verse in depth personally. 

 “That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9 Perhaps you have confessed Him as Lord with your mouth but your heart is divided. Until you settle the heart issue, you are subject to be divided in your thoughts. You see there are some people who want to debate the issue of the resurrection. Until you are firmly committed to your beliefs, you will never be able to anchor your faith firmly in Christ Jesus. 

"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 7:21   How can you do the will of the Father when your heart and mind are divided between the things of God and the things of this earth?

"Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven.” Matthew 10:32-33

 A Christian must live his faith daily, to hide or disguise it is to deny the power of Christ in your life.  We must not waver in the face of adversity, but be loyal to the cause of Christ.

“Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” Acts 2:38-41

With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.”

Baptism is essential in the maturity of a believer. There are many debates in various clans (denominations) of Christiandom about this issue.  Yet I think it is imperative to let you see where the Scriptures speak on this issue. 

 “He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” Mark 16:15-16

 Jesus himself speaks these words.

“Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Mathew 28:18-20

Commonly referred to as the Great Commission, Jesus commanded the act of baptism be implemented. 

And look here at the cases in the book of Acts, the historical book of the early church and of the apostles. 

“Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there. When the crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid close attention to what he said. With shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were healed. So there was great joy in that city. 

Simon the Sorcerer 

Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great, and all the people, both high and low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, "This man is the divine power known as the Great Power." They followed him because he had amazed them for a long time with his magic. But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw.” Acts 8:5-13

“Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. 

 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?" And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.” Acts 8:35-39

“Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit." Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized,” Acts 9:17-18

“Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right. You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. 

“We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.

Then Peter said, “Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.” Acts 10:34-48

“One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message. When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. "If you consider me a believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay at my house." And she persuaded us.” Acts 16:14-15

“The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. He then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 

They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household." Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized.” Acts 16:29-33

So I must ask…have you been obedient in this area of your life? If you have then praise God…you are on your way to becoming a mature disciple. For those of you have not yet been obedient unto Christ in this area, may I urge to present yourself to God, examine your heart in light of the above Scripture, and be obedient unto Christ. If you have questions about this matter we will be happy to send you additional resources that may help you in this area. If you would like me to write you personally concerning this matter, you may email me at Terry@wonheartministies.com.  My sincere prayer is that you may find a deeper and intimate relationship with Christ as you learn to be obedient in this area of your life. May you be filled with joy, hope, peace, wisdom, and love as you walk by faith.

In His Amazing Grace,

Terry 

Phil 1:6

