Call to Battle!

We must “invade enemy territory and challenge the strongholds of the adversary.” However they are not as apparent as one may think. Many times they are the subtle ‘ideas and thoughts satanically designed to siphon life and vitality out of the living organism we call the church.” (Joe Aldrich, President of Mutnomah School of the Bible as written in the forward of Aubrey Malphurs book entitled Planting Growing Churches for the 21st Century).  We must realize that the church of Jesus Christ is under attack around the world, and satan and his band of thugs are seeking to steal, kill and destroy the church and every loyal disciple of Jesus Christ. Make no mistake friends, we are in a war. The time is now when we must learn to take the fight to the forces of evil.

Sometimes as preachers we hear and see so much of the hurts inflicted on the precious souls of individuals by others. When you talk with an adult survivor of child abuse who is haunted by the echoes of the past, you see the devastation firsthand. The loss innocence, the inability to build and maintain healthy and vital life giving relationships, the genuine lack of self esteem and the splintered heart ripped by one rejection after another. When you look into the eyes of woman whose husband has had an extramarital affair you feel the sting of betrayal and the tearing of the soul, you are moved with compassion but don’t know what to do or say. When you visit the hospital bed of a good friend who has fought a courageous battle with cancer and hope seems dim. When the war rages around us and we find ourselves in the middle of a battlefield what do we do?

Quite honestly there are few responses that seem natural or even appealing. The first is to run away, to try and protect and isolate ourselves. To escape the reality and find a fox hole and climb in…just hoping that the reinforcements will arrive soon to rescue you. Another response is get angry, and feeling so overwhelmed you scream “why God!”  Yet for many of us it is the feeling of fear, and not knowing what to do or what to say that keeps us paralyzed and unable to effectively reach out to the our fellow man in his greatest time of need. Then there is the feeling of indifference… “as long as it’s not me, why should I care?” If you were there on the battlefield; beaten, wounded and left half dead, what would you want? 

I can’t answer that question for you. But for myself, I would hope that there would be someone who would have the courage to fight for me…to battle the enemy and repel his advances so that I might continue to live. Someone who, at the risk of his own personal well being, would defend me during those times when I am not able to defend myself. My dear friends, we do have such a great friend…in Jesus Christ. A mighty warrior, and one who is not only willing and able to help us, but who has already defeated the enemy! Yet there will be continued fighting of some rebellious parties who refuse to quit, and until they are firmly defeated the fight will continue. So the question is will we continue to fight or will walk away leaving the wounded to care for themselves?

In the United States alone we see all these destructive forces at work everyday destroying lives, the fighting is fierce as they have entrenched themselves in communities throughout our country. All communities have pockets of resistant fighters and terrorists seeking to continue the onslaught of death and destruction. Gangs overrun our schools, the streets are filled with the blood of innocent people, and the trail of brokenness moves from the street corner to the corporate boardroom. Our society is filled with the walking wounded, as divorce tears the soul the family is left at the mercy of the enemy. Who will stand in the gap? Who will run to the battle when others run away? Who will take the fight to the enemy? Who will reclaim that which was lost? Who will fight for what is right? Who will you serve? The church must be more determined and meet the aggressiveness of the enemy with an even greater aggressive and offensive strike. The time for huddling in our nice little sanctuaries we call “church”, has passed. We must deploy the troops and take the fight to the enemy. We must equip each of our troops with the skills, tools and resources to win.  Retreating means we pay for the same real estate twice; and I ask with what price? Will the blood of Jesus Christ be spilt again because of the Church’s inability or unwillingness to follow orders? We must not cower in the face of adversity, but we must unite in our efforts to tear down the strongholds of the enemy. 

