
Broken Heart of God  
 
The God Who Weeps  
 
After the death of Saul, David returned from defeating the Amalekites and stayed in 
Ziklag two days. On the third day a man arrived from Saul's camp, with his clothes torn 
and with dust on his head. When he came to David, he fell to the ground to pay him 
honor. "Where have you come from?" David asked him. He answered, "I have escaped 
from the Israelite camp." “What happened?" David asked. "Tell me." He said, "The men 
fled from the battle. Many of them fell and died. And Saul and his son Jonathan are 
dead." Then David said to the young man who brought him the report, "How do you 
know that Saul and his son Jonathan are dead?" "I happened to be on Mount Gilboa," 
the young man said, "and there was Saul, leaning on his spear, with the chariots and 
riders almost upon him. When he turned around and saw me, he called out to me, and I 
said, 'What can I do?' "He asked me, 'Who are you?' " 'An Amalekite,' I answered. “Then 
he said to me, 'Stand over me and kill me! I am in the throes of death, but I'm still alive.' 
"So I stood over him and killed him, because I knew that after he had fallen he could not 
survive. And I took the crown that was on his head and the band on his arm and have 
brought them here to my lord." Then David and all the men with him took hold of their 
clothes and tore them. They mourned and wept and fasted till evening for Saul and his 
son Jonathan, and for the army of the LORD and the house of Israel, because they had 
fallen by the sword. David said to the young man who brought him the report, "Where 
are you from?" "I am the son of an alien, an Amalekite," he answered. David asked him, 
"Why were you not afraid to lift your hand to destroy the LORD's anointed?" Then David 
called one of his men and said, "Go, strike him down!" So he struck him down, and he 
died. For David had said to him, "Your blood be on your own head. Your own mouth 
testified against you when you said, 'I killed the LORD's anointed.' " David took up this 
lament concerning Saul and his son Jonathan, and ordered that the men of Judah be 
taught this lament of the bow (it is written in the Book of Jashar):  "Your glory, O Israel, 
lies slain on your heights. How the mighty have fallen! "Tell it not in Gath, proclaim it 
not in the streets of Ashkelon, lest the daughters of the Philistines be glad, lest the 
daughters of the uncircumcised rejoice. “O mountains of Gilboa, may you have neither 
dew nor rain, nor fields that yield offerings of grain. For there the shield of the mighty 
was defiled, the shield of Saul—no longer rubbed with oil. From the blood of the slain,    
from the flesh of the mighty, the bow of Jonathan did not turn back, the sword of Saul did 
not return unsatisfied. "Saul and Jonathan— in life they were loved and gracious, and in 
death they were not parted. They were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions.  
 "O daughters of Israel, weep for Saul, who clothed you in scarlet and finery, who 
adorned your garments with ornaments of gold. “How the mighty have fallen in battle!     
Jonathan lies slain on your heights. I grieve for you, Jonathan my brother; you were very 
dear to me. Your love for me was wonderful, more wonderful than that of women.  "How 
the mighty have fallen! The weapons of war have perished!"  2 Samuel 1:1-27  
 
 
 



The emotions of a loving God  
 
…God grieves over sin  
“The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every 
inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. The LORD was grieved 
that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain.” Genesis 6:5-6 
 
…His grief over judgment  
“The king was shaken. He went up to the room over the gateway and wept. As he went, 
he said: "O my son Absalom! My son, my son Absalom! If only I had died instead of 
you—O Absalom, my son, my son!" 2 Samuel 18:33 
 
…He longs to bless, not judge us  
“He says, "I removed the burden from their shoulders; their hands were set free from the 
basket. In your distress you called and I rescued you, I answered you out of a 
thundercloud; I tested you at the waters of Meribah. Selah”  
 
"Hear, O my people, and I will warn you— if you would but listen to me, O Israel!  
You shall have no foreign god among you; you shall not bow down to an alien god.  
I am the LORD your God, who brought you up out of Egypt. Open wide your mouth and I 
will fill it. “But my people would not listen to me; Israel would not submit to me. So I 
gave them over to their stubborn hearts to follow their own devices. “If my people would 
but listen to me, if Israel would follow my ways, how quickly would I subdue their 
enemies and turn my hand against their foes! Those who hate the LORD would cringe 
before him, and their punishment would last forever. But you would be fed with the finest 
of wheat; with honey from the rock I would satisfy you.” Psalm 81:6-16 
 
…He understands our broken hearts  
“He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.     
Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  
Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken 
by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was 
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by 
his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to 
his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and 
afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a 
sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.” Isaiah 53:3-7 
 
…His pain is that of rejected fiancé’ 
“But you trusted in your beauty and used your fame to become a prostitute. You lavished 
your favors on anyone who passed by and your beauty became his.” Ezekiel 16:15 
  
…God still loves his unfaithful people  
“The LORD said to me, "Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by 
another and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn 
to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.” Hosea 3:1 



 
…love and pain in the family of God   
“I will not carry out my fierce anger, nor will I turn and devastate Ephraim. For I am 
God, and not man— the Holy One among you. I will not come in wrath.” Hosea 11:9 
 
…He bears our sorrows  
“But Peter insisted emphatically, "Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown 
you." And all the others said the same. They went to a place called Gethsemane, and 
Jesus said to his disciples, "Sit here while I pray." He took Peter, James and John along 
with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. "My soul is overwhelmed 
with sorrow to the point of death," he said to them. "Stay here and keep watch." Going a 
little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from 
him. "Abba, Father," he said, "everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet 
not what I will, but what you will." Then he returned to his disciples and found them 
sleeping. "Simon," he said to Peter, "are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one 
hour?” Mark 14:31-37 
 
…crying out for our city  
“As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, "If you, even 
you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from 
your eyes. The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment 
against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. They will dash you to the 
ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, 
because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you.” Luke 19:41-44 
 
…when the Father’s eternal joy begins  
“He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." He who was seated on the 
throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these 
words are trustworthy and true.” Revelation 21:4-5 


